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ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 TRSE-00 OC-05 CCO-OO EB-07 /037 W 

066836 

R 020700Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 778 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 2352 

BEIRUT FOR RCO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ACOM; SA, USSAEC 

SUBJECT: COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES JIDDA/RIYADH 
REF: A. STATE 070319 (NOT AL) B. JIDDA A-2 1, MARCH 27 

1. NO RPT NO UNCLASSIFIED COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY PRESENTLY 
EXISTS BETWEEN EMBASSY/RIYADH ALTHOUGH PTT (THROUGH MFA) 
HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO PROVIDE ALLOCATION OF TELEX NUMBER 
FOR INSTALLATION OF TELEX MACHINE IN EMBASSY WHICH WILL 

BE USED TO HOOK-UP WITH MACHINE LOCATED IN SAG OFFICES 
HOUSING JOINT COMMISSION. TELEX SERVICE WOULD BE PROVIDED 
VIA COMMERCIAL HF CIRCUIT. 

2. EVEN SHOULD ABOVE MATERIALIZE, THIS ARRANGEMENT WOULD 
BE ONLY "STOP GAP" MEASURE. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF SAUDI COMMUNICATIONS, CRO WAS INFORMED THAT 
RIYADH/JIDDA LEASED LINE WOULD BE AVAILABLE IN SEPTEMBER. 
COSTS NOT PRESENTLY AVAILABLE. ALTERNATIVELY, LEASED 
CIRCUIT VIA SATELLITE (JIDDA/ROME/RIYADH) AVAILABLE 

NOW FOR APPROXIMATELY $8,000 MONTHLY. 

3. EMBASSY HAS LOCATED POSSIBLE OFFICE SPACE IN 
RIYADH FOR OFFICE OF U.S. REPRESENTATION TO JOINT 
ECONOMIC MISSION (USRJEC) AND WILL RECOMMEND TO ADVANCE 
TEAM ARRIVING APRIL 7 LEASING OF THIS PROPERTY. SPACE 

IN BUILDING SUITABLE FOR INSTALLATION OF OFF-LINE OR ON- 
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4. EMBASSY CONSIDERS IT ESSENTIAL THAT SECURE COM- 
MUNICATIONS FACILITY BE ESTABLISHED SOONEST IN RIYADH 
TO MEET BOTH NEEDS OF LIAISON OFFICE AND USRJEC. IT 
UREALISTIC TO CONSIDER THAT USRJEC WILL NOT REQUIRE 
PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITY WITH EMBASSY AND 
WASHINGTON AND THAT ALL TRAFFIC, PARTICULARLY WITH LARGE 
GROUP OF AMERICAN PERSONNEL ON BOARD, WILL BE UNCLASSIFIED. 

5. PRESENT CLASSIFIED FACILITY IS INADEQUATE FOR CURRENT 
EMBASSY REQUIREMENTS, AND GROSSLY DO DURING VIP VISITS 
AS DEPARMENT KNOWS. (HENCE, REASON FOR INSTALLATION 
OF "CAN-DO" PACKAGE DURING RECENT SECRETARY'S VISIT, 

AND WHICH, UNFORTUNATELY, WAS DISASSEMBLED WHEN VICE 
PRESIDENT ARRIVED A FEW DAYS LATER.) PRESENT CLASSIFIED 
FACILITY WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR USRJEC USE. 

6. EMBASSY HAS PROGRAMMED FOR COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS 

IN RIYADH AND PROPOSED ASSIGNMENT OF SUPPORT COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER (PAGE 43; REF. B). DEPARTMENT SHOULD CONSIDER 
ESTABLISHMENT THIS FACILITY SOONEST WITH COSTS SHARED 
ON REIMBURSABLE BASIS WITH JOINT COMMISSION (TREASURY), 

IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT FACILITY WOULD ALSO BE USED 
BY LIAISON OFFICE. 

AKINS 
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